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Cabinet Social Wellbeing 
Committee 

Minute of Decision 

This document contains information for the New Zealand Cabinet. It must be treated in confidence and 
handled in accordance with any security classification, or other endorsement. The information can only be 
released, including under the Official Information Act 1982, by persons with the appropriate authority.

Transforming Our Response to Children and Young People at Risk of 
Harm - Paper Six: Transition Support

Portfolio Children

On 31 October 2018, the Cabinet Social Wellbeing Committee:

1 noted that a transition support service is needed to meet provisions in the Oranga Tamariki 
Act 1989 that will come into effect on 1 July 2019; 

2 noted that the transition support service will be based on a graduated service model which 
supports eligible young people to achieve independence through three stages: 

2.1 a pre-transition stage which prepares a young person for their transition as early as 
practicable; 

2.2 a transition stage which responds to a young person’s needs as they leave care or a 
youth justice residence; 

2.3 a post-transition stage which enables a young person to become independent; 

3 noted that where a young person has chosen to live with a caregiver up to age 21, they will 
be expected to contribute a portion of their income towards the living costs of that support 
arrangement, and Oranga Tamariki will provide financial assistance to cover the remaining 
living costs, where necessary; 

4 agreed that in order to successfully support young people to transition to independence, the 
transition support service should: 

4.1 take a relationship-based focus in which a transition worker builds and maintains a 
relationship with the young person to support them as they transition into adulthood; 

4.2 start preparation and planning as early as practicable, while the young person is still 
in care or a youth justice residence; 

4.3 provide 24-hour after-hours crisis support to ensure support is available to eligible 
young people at all times; 

4.4 be able to respond practically to any reasonable request for financial assistance, with 
a focus on maximising existing entitlements; 

4.5 be able to provide or facilitate a range of housing supports for young people where 
this is needed; 
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5 noted that social sector agencies will work with iwi and community partners to develop a 
whole-of-system approach to delivering transition support over time; 

6 noted that three options for investment to establish the transition support service have been 
considered: 

6.1 option one: minimum service – primarily a phone-based service, supported by 
existing and new care and youth justice workers to respond to assessed need; 

6.2 option two: strong preparation, continuing response – a relationship-based service 
with a dedicated workforce that prioritises spending early on, and provides a strong 
level of support throughout their transition; 

6.3 option three: high-intensity service – an ambitious relationship-based service that 
delivers a high intensity of support across all stages of transition; 

7 agreed to option two, which will provide for a relationship-based service that prioritises the 
early preparation of young people for their transition, and provides a strong level of support 
throughout their transition, subject to decisions in Budget 2019; 

8 noted that the Minister for Children will submit a detailed bid for Budget 2019 that reflects 
the decision in paragraph 7; 

9 noted that choices about phasing and scaling of the transition support service will be worked
through as part of the Budget 2019 process; 

10 noted that the Minister for Children will report back to the Cabinet Social Wellbeing 
Committee later in 2018 seeking pre-commitment funding from Budget 2019 to establish the
transition support service to be available from 1 July 2019 and enable Oranga Tamariki to 
meet its legislative obligations; 

11 noted that Oranga Tamariki–Ministry for Children will take a continuous improvement 
approach to evaluating the effectiveness of the transition support service. 

Jenny Vickers
Committee Secretary
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